VIET NAM -- NHO’NG NGAY TRO LA|
CUA CUU CHIEN BINH ERIC HENRY

NGO THE VINH

Loi Dan Nhép: Bai viét vé TS Eric Henry véi dw kién ban dau két hop véi
Chan Dung Pham Duy. Nhung rbi, riéng phan Pham Duy da dai téi ngét 50
trang gidy, nén Chan Dung Eric Henry phéi tach ra mét bai khac, vadn mong
ban doc ¢6 cai nhin két hop hai chdn dung do tinh bé sung cta hai nhan
vat Pham Duy va Eric Henry trén chdng duwong tim hiéu nén Tan nhac Viét
Nam cung véi cac buéc gian trudn dé hinh thanh va xuét ban bé Héi Ky
tiéng Anh The Memoirs of Pham Duy, dw trii sé do Cornell University
Press xuét ban. Tudng ciing can néi thém, Thuw vién Pai Hoc Cornell 1a noi
con lwu triv ddy da nhét di sén 20 ndm Van hoc Mién Nam 1954-1975, va
“ngon lira phan thu” cda nhiing ngudi Cong sén Viét Nam mudn tan diét
nén véan héa ay da khéng sao lan téi duoc.




Hinh 1: Chan dung TS Eric Henry, &nh trich ter Jacket cubén Garden of
Eloquence / Thuyét Uyén, cta Lwu Huéng, do Eric Henry dich va gi6i
thiéu, University of Washington Press xuét ban 2021. [nguén: photo by
Nguyén Phong Quang]

ERIC HENRY VA TOI

Lan dau tién t6i gap TS Eric Henry, cach day 5 nam (2017), va ngac
nhién khi biét Eric — la mot cwu chién binh Hoa Ky trong chién tranh Viét
Nam, nhwng lai rat “it chat linh”. Buwéc vao Itra tudi 20, t&i han quan dich
Eric quyét dinh don gian: nhap ngi 1am bbén phan mét cong dan, sau dé tré
vé di hoc lai. Ngay trong th&i gian quan ng, Eric van rat ham doc, va da co
dwoc mot sb hiéu biét vé nén van héa Péng phwong, ddc biét 1a Viét Nam
va Trung Hoa. Eric c6 ndng khiéu vé ngén ngtr, néi tiéng Viét kha thdng
thao va tinh t&, khéng c6 am hwéng thir tiéng Viét tuc tan clia may chu GI's
hoc dworc tir cac quan bars trong thdi gian phuc vu & Viét Nam. Téi mét
dat nwéc chién tranh lai cé nhiéu toén gido nhw & Viét Nam, Eric ciing d3
hoc dwoc cach tra I&i di ddm va an toan cho may cau héi dé phan céach
long nguwoi, nhw “Anh theo dao gi?” -- “Tdi theo dao vo”, va dao vo mac
nhién dwoc cdng nhan nhw mdt thir dao phd quéat cho dam dan éng linh
trang luc do, cho du khi sang Viét Nam, Eric van dang con 1a mét thanh
nién déc than.

Khi biét téi cling 1a ngwdi cdm but, méi vé& 18 ra Eric da doc cudn tiéu
thuyét Vong Pai Xanh, tir mot 4n ban tiéng Viét do Nxb Van Nghé
California tai ban nam 1987. Eric cho biét van gilr cubn sach do trén ké
sach va anh ciing rat quan tam t&i ngwdi Thuwong trén Cao nguyén. Do
“van ky thanh”, chung t6i da dé dang noi chuyén vai nhau hon.

Eric Henry cho biét anh mé nhac Pham Duy, da thich tha doc va
dich xong toan bé Héi Ky 4 tap dai hon 1500 trang ctia Pham Duy
trong vong hon mét nam. Ban dich ay da dwoc Cornell University
Press nhan xuat ban tie 2009, b6n ndm trué'c ngay Pham Duy mat
nhuwng cho dén nay ciing da 13 ndm (2009-2022) cuén séch &y van
con & dang ban thao.



Hinh 2a: trai, Eric Henry, 27 tudi, sau khi hoan tat khéa hoc tiéng Viét 12
thang tap trung / intensive tai Defense Language Institute, Fort Bliss, El
Paso, Texas. Eric dwoc guvi sang Viét Nam phuc vu trong nganh quan bao
Sw Boan 25 Ky binh (25" Infantry Division) déng & Ca Chi. Hinh chup ndm
1970, Eric bdo: “Thud 8y t6i néi duoc tiéng Viét nhung chuwa bét dau hoc
tiéng Tau”: phai, Ngbé Thé Vinh, 28 tubi la quén y sT quén lirc VNCH, hinh
chup ndm 1969, sau khi tét nghiép khéa huén luyén Luc Luong Déc Biét
va Nhay Du tai Déng Ba Thin, gia nhap binh chung Md Xanh LLDPB (Green
Beret / Special Forces), sau nay la Lién Doan 81 Biét Cach Du.




Hinh 2b: 42 nam sau chién tranh Viét Nam, cuu chién binh Hoa Ky Eric
Henry nay la mét hoc gia va cuwu chién binh VNCH Ngé Thé Vinh nay Ia
mot bac si trong mot VA Hospital, ¢ hai déu buéc qua ngudng tudi “co lai
hy” gép nhau & Huntington Beach, California, nhan chuyén di cta Eric sang
gdp nhitng nguoi con trong gia dinh Pham Duy — dé thdo luan vé mét hop
déng véi Cornell University Press tién t6i xuét ban bo sach The Memoirs of
Pham Duy, mot dw éan ma Pham Duy khi con sbéng da réat ao wéc nhung
chwa thuc hién dwoc cho dén ngay Pham Duy méat (27/01/2013). [photo by
Pham Lé Hwong, tw liéu Ngé Thé Vinh]

Hinh 3: Tiép dén anh Eric Henry tai nha chi Pham Lé Huong, Huntington
Beach California, tur tréi: Ngé Thé Vinh, Nguyén Duy Chinh, Pham Phu
Minh, Eric Henry, Bui Bich Ha, Tran Huy Bich; phai: Eric Henry dang ngém
btrc tranh Me va Con cua hoa si Lemur. (photo by Pham Lé Hwong va Ngo
Thé Vinh).

ERIC HENRY NAM NAM SAU

M¢&i day nam 2022, khi vao thw muc ctia Cornell University Press tim
mua ban tiéng Anh bd Héi Ky Pham Duy dé tdng mét ngudi ban My vén rat
quan tam t&i van héa Viét Nam, nhwng khéng thay, toi lién lac véi Eric va
duwoc biét cudn sach van chwa xuét ban, vai ly do 1a sau khi Pham Duy
méat, khdng c6 di chuc chi dinh quyén thra ké cho riéng mét nguwdi con



nao, nén cho dén nay, vi chwa cé sy déng thuan cua tat cd 7 ngudi con
trong gia dinh Pham Duy, Cornell University Press van chwa thé xuét ban
bo Hoi Ky The Memoirs of Pham Duy.

Va tiép theo d6 1a mot chudi emails trao dbi véi Eric Henry cho thay
nhirng buwéc gian truan cta Eric véi bd H6i Ky Pham Duy, va t6i cé hra voi
Eric s& lam nhirng gi c6 thé 1am dwoc trong kha nang dé bd Héi Ky The
Memoirs of Pham Duy cé thé sém ra mét.

NEN TAN NHAC VIET NAM VA ERIC HENRY
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Hinh 4: Hinh chup Nhac si Pham Duy va Tién si Eric Henry trong quan ca
phé Nirvana / Niét Ban, 29 duong Phung Khdc Khoan, phuong Pa Kao,
quén 1, Saigon; v&i ghi chi cda Eric: “Bubi séang 9 thang 7, ndm 2005 -- téi
dén Nirvana dé gdp mét nha bao lam viéc cho tap chi Ngudi Vién X, ¢
Quynh Lé néi la mudn phéng vén téi. Khi bac Pham Duy duoc biét 1a téi sé



di dén doé thi ngay lap tirc tinh nguyén thap tung dé gilp téi trd dap nhing
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céu hdi cua cb Lé”. [photo by Quynh L&, tw liéu Eric Henry]

Do 1a thang Bay nam 2005, chi méi hai thang sau “ngay vé cua Pham
Duy”, khi tra |01 mét cau hoi ctia phdng vién Quynh Lé: Gidao sw nhan xét
va danh gia thé nao vé nén am nhac Viét Nam? Eric Henry da dwa ra
mot nhan dinh kha bat ngd va thu vi:

“Nhac Viét Nam noi chung nhiéu chét "mineur” [Am giai thir, ghi cha
cla nguoi viét]. Noi dung phén I6n xoay quanh 3 dé tai chinh, dé 1a thuong
nhé dén mét qué huong da xa x6i, thuwong nhé mét cube tinh d& qua, mong
mubn duoc tré vé mét khodng thoi gian trong quéa khir ma minh yéu quy --
thuong Ia thoi tho 4u. Ca 3 dé tai d6 hdu hét déu mang tam trang tiéc nudi,
buén dau. Khac hdn véi nhac Trung Quéc, phén I6n I1a vui tuoi, rén rang,
cé cau ¢t ngdn gon va mang tinh déi xirng — symmetry — 4 cau, 8 cau. Bai
hat Tay phwong ciing thwong co tieng 8 6 nhip, 16 6 nhip. Bai hat Viét Nam
phong phu vé tiét diéu va céu cu hon, cach té chirc méi cédu nhac thuong
khéng rap khudn. Toéi thich nhac Viét Nam va thich nhirng nhac si sang tac
nhirng ca khuc co nhirng cau nhac khong déu. 6 nhw la mot sw kham pha
cai moi.” Bl

Trinh Y Thw -- anh ban vong nién cua t6éi, mét nha tho, mét nha van,
mot tay dan guitar classic c6 hang, mét dich gia uy tin qua cac tac phdm cb
dién, anh néi tiéng ngay v&i tac phdm Doi nhe khén kham (The Unbearable
Lightness of Being), cubn tiéu thuyét khé dich ciia nha van Phap gbc Tiép
Milan Kundera, tap chi Van Hoc xuét ban, 2002 — anh ciing la ngudi viét
L&i Twa cho Tuyén Tap Chan Dung Il Van Hoc Nghé Thuat va Van Héa
(2022), Trinh Y Thw d4 rat tam dac véi nhan xét ctia TS Eric Henry vé nén
tan nhac Viét Nam. Trinh Y Thuw viét:

Thua anh Ngé Thé Vinh, y kién cta Gido sw Henry la rat chinh xac.
Nhac Viét n6i chung mang nhiéu tinh hoai niém (nostalgia), va c6 16 dé la
tinh céch chung ctia nguoi Vidt, ludn ludn thuwong nhé céi gi thudc vé qua
khtr, mot qua khar doi khi duwoc chét loc qua mét lang kinh. Do do, @m nhac
nédng tinh triv tinh, khéng thue, vi phéi van dung tri tudng twong nhiéu.



Nhac it néi vé hién thurc, vé doi séng that ngoai doi, vé twong quan gida
con nguoi voi con nguwoi hay gilra con nguwoi vai thién nhién, ngoai canh.
Gitra thoi chién tranh khéc liét, nhac néi vé cube chién co rét it, chi c6 may
ca khuc phan chién cta Trinh Céng Son, va mét vai bai phd tho cia Pham
Duy la hét...

Vé mat ky thuéat sang tac, nhan dinh Giao sw Henry dwa ra cling rat
dung. Pa s6 nhac si Viét Nam sang tac theo cam quan truc cam, it ai trién
khai mét bai nhac theo quy trinh han Iam. Nhac di theo ca tcr, déi khi chi la
phuong tién dé dién dat ca tir. Vai truong hop ngoai 1é 1a Cung Tién, Vi
Thanh... Biém déc biét la nhac Viét chu trong phén nhiéu dén giai diéu, bai
nao co giai diéu hay, du dwong, trir tinh, bai do an khach. Do la ly do nhac
Viét rét nghéo hoa 4m, mét khuc nhac thudong chi chuyén cung
(modulation) 3, 4 Ian la xong bai.

Tuy nhién, theo quan diém Giéo sw Eric Henry, thi tat ca nhing diéu
trén lai la wu diém cla nhac Viét, bdi né Ia sw léch chuén, né di chéch ra
ngoai nhitng khuén khé (doi khi rat khuén séo) théng thuong... Trinh Y
Thw

Sau khi dwoc doc y kién ctia Trinh Y Thw, Eric c6 thém mét binh luan
cho rang, “céch danh gia cua anh Trinh Y Thw khéng gén véi céch danh
gi4 cla t6i”. Eric viét nhuw sau:

Cam on Anh Vinh da cho téi thdy nhitng nhan xét vé nén 4m nhac Viét
Nam cta anh Trinh Y Thuw. Phdn (ng cia téi la mdc dau anh ay thay cdc
dac tinh cua @m nhac VN ma téi da dwa ra véi c6 Quynh Lé khéng
phai sai I4m, nhwng téi van thay la cdch danh gia cia anh ay khéng
gan gi véi cdch danh gia cua téi—tai vi anh cho Ia nhirng déc tinh ay
déu la khuyét diém, con téi cho la wu diém! Téi da nghién ctru khéng it
vé cac nén &m nhac cta nhing nha nwéec Déng A, Trung Quéc, Pai Han,
Nhét Ban, Pai Loan, Phi Luét Tan I& di nhién cé mét sé ca khuc tuyét
dep—nhung van khéng nhiéu bang nuéc Viét Nam—va bé sdu sac cing
khéng bang! Téi cé khi néi véi ngwei ta la nguoi Viét la nguwoi Y Pai
Loi caa Vién Béng!



Ciing van Eric Henry, khi néi t&i nhac si Pham Duy thi anh rat say swa.
Eric nhan dinh:

“Ca khuc cia Pham Duy rat phong phu. C6 thé chia lam nhiéu thoi
ky khdc nhau: thoi khdng chién, thoi & Nam b, thoi hai ngoai. Riéng
thoi hai ngoai ciing c6 thé phan thanh nhiéu giai doan. Nhac Pham
Duy khéng c6 nhiing tiéc nudi dau budn nhw phédn déng cac nhac si khac.
C6 khi ciing cé khoc l16¢c nhung khéng qué sdu ndo. Thuong thuong, éng
ay hay viét theo mét 16i néi nhw Ia ké chuyén. Chu dé trong nhac
Pham Duy réat da dang va nhiéu sdc dé, gan nhw khéng cé6 gi&i han
nao ca. Vi du nhw v6i chi dé Me thi méi bai la mdt séc thai, mét yéu t6
riéng biét; nhw bai “Ba Me Gio Linh”, “Ba Me qué” ...

Qua sw nghién ctru cla toi, téi thdy rang nhac Viét Nam la mét mén
hoc, ma trong d6 nhac Pham Duy Ia mét mén hoc nira. Néi vé sé luong
tac phadm, sw da dang va phadm chét thi nhac Pham Duy chiém ti trong gén
phan nira. Do vay, néu nhw tdc pham cua 6ng khéng dwoc phé bién thi
nén 4m nhac Viét Nam sé chiu mét sw hut hang nhat dinh nao dé. Téi
nghi éng 4y la mét trong nhikcng nguwoi nghé si yéu nwéec. Ma phan
déng nhirng nguwoi Viét Nam séng & nwéc ngoai ciing rat yéu nwéc.
Néu tinh vé lich st thi nhirng ngweéi theo Quéc Dan Pang ciing Ia
nguwoi yéu nwéce, chir khéng chi riéng Viét Minh. Nhitng ndm gén day,
Nha nuwéc Viét Nam da cé nhiing chinh séch rat céi mé théng thoang dbi
véi nguoi Viét Nam & nuée ngoai. Toi nghi la chinh quyén Viét Nam sé cho
phép phé bién céac ca khic hay ctua nhac si Pham Duy.” ¥

Qua thwc té hién nay, ciing dé thay rang, Eric Henry khéng chi la
qua lac quan ma con la lac quan qua s&m khi cho rang, “chinh quyén
Viét Nam sé cho phép phé bién cdc ca khuc hay ctia nhac si Pham
Duy.” Qua bai viét nay, t6i mudn néi v&i anh Eric Henry rang: chi khi
nao mot dat nwéc Viét Nam bwéc vao thoi ky dan chi, cé6 mét nén
van nghé tw do, thi lic d6 am nhac Pham Duy mé&i c6 thé cat canh va
bay béng.



BUGOC GIAN TRUAN CUA ERIC HENRY
VOl THE MEMOIRS OF PHAM DUY

“| jch st cua cdc né lwc cua téi dé xuat ban sach The Memoirs of
Pham Duy, giéng nhw lich st ctia chién tranh lanh giira My va Lién X6
— la mét doan lich st vé cung dai va vé cung phirc tap. Bat dau tor
dau dé ké cho ré ranh day?” [ trich dan email cia TS Eric Henry, gui
Ngé Thé Vinh ngay 04/05/2022 ]

Eric Henry da gap nhac si Pham Duy nhw thé nao?

Eric Henry ké: “Cudi mua hé nam 2003, khi téi dang di thdm Tiéu Sai
Gon, gap nha bao D& Ngoc Yén, chu bat t& bao Nguoi Viét, da giup téi lam
quen v¢&i gia dinh Pham Duy.

e i}

(-Sép nhau, vao mét ngay dau ctia cugc song qu'yong;..
D6 Ngoc Yén, Thai Hang, B5 Quy Toan, PD, Lé tat Bieu.

Hinh 5: tréi, ndm 1975, Pham Duy gdp Db Ngoc Yén trong nhitng ngay
dau ty nan tai Hoa Ky; ttr trai, D& Ngoc Yén, Thai Hang, D6 Quy Toan,
Pham Duy, Lé T4t Biéu; phéi, ndm 2002, 6 Ngoc Yén, nguoi sang Iap
nhat bao Nguoi Viét, tiép Pham Duy trong cudc Hoi luéan vé Nhac Pham
Duy tai Little Saigon. Eric Henry ké, chinh nha bao P& Ngoc Yén da giup
téi lam quen voi gia dinh Pham Duy. [tw li€u Pham Duy, va Pham Phu
Minh]

Lan dé Pham Duy dang di tham Viét Nam (2003) chwa vé, cho nén t6i
chwa co6 co héi gap 6ng, nhwng téi da lam quen véi anh Pham Duy Hung,
la con thir ba ctia nhac si. Khi gap nhau & nha cha tai Midway City, ching



t6i n6i chuyén 2 tiéng déng hé vé nhac ctia ngwdi cha, va lan dé toi ciing
dwoc biét 1a Duy Hung la ngwdi dan ghi-ta rat gidi. Anh 4y moi téi dua ra
nhan dé cua b4t c& ca khic nao ciia nhém Beatles, va bdo dam la anh sé
trinh dién dwoc trén ghi-ta. Vay nén t6i dwa ra tén bai “Across the
Universe” cua John Lennon, va anh Hung, khéng chut nao do dw, da dan
va hat cho t6i nghe bai &y mét cach toan ven 1dm—khéng ¢ Am nao danh
sai.

Nam thang vé sau, tirc 1a thang Giéng ndm 2004, khi t6i di Cali lan
nira, t6i m&i dwoc gap Pham Duy 1an d4u tién. Sau d6 hai thang, t6i da
gdp mat v&i éng lan niva, va sau hai thang, t6i da dé nghi vai 6ng (bang
mot birc thw glri qua bwu cuc) 14 téi dich H6i Ky Pham Duy sang tiéng
Anh.

Blrc thw 1a nhw thé nay:

Thw gwi Nhac si Pham Duy:

Kém theo day la ba chuong mé& dau cta Héi Ky | dich sang tiéng Anh—
xin moi Ong coi thir. T6i thdy rdng bdn quyén Héi Ky cta Ong la mét tac
pham cé gia tri téi cao dbi véi bat ctr ai mubn hiéu thém vé Viét Nam trong
thé ky vira qua.

Néu Ong thay cach phién djch cda téi trong may chuong nay chap
nhén duoc, thi toi sé tiép tuc lam, va sé di tim mot nha xuét ban dé in ra vé
sau -- téi thdy la sw déng y ctia Ong sé giup t6i néi chuyén véi cac nha xuét
ban -- nhung néu Ong khéng mudn téi lam céng viéc nay -- c6 16 Ong da
cé ngudi phién dich rbi, chdng han -- thi téi sé ngtrng tay ngay.

T6i thay viéc phién dich dong véan cta Ong rét thich thu va khéng kho
khén 13m -- néu méi budi téi téi danh moét tiéng déng hé cho céng viéc nay
thi trong vong 3 dén 5 ngay téi déu djch xong mét chuong duoc, va khi nao
gdp ché kho hiéu, thi téi c6 thé di tham khdo véi mot sé ngurdi bén day.
Tién day, xin cho Ong biét Ia mua hé nay téi sé & Viét Nam véi 10 sinh vién
ttr 13 thang 6 dén 12 thang 8—uvi tri la “Nha Khéch Pham Ngoc Thach,”
Saigon—va sau do t6i sé cé méat & quan Cam ttr ngay 12 dén ngay 17,
théng 8. Hy vong viéc sang téc Muoi Bai Hwong Ca dang tién trién tét dep,
thudn loi. D &m clia may bai dé van trong tai toi.



PHAM DUY: Vi TOI LA TARZAN

M®i lan t6i / Eric Henry gtri email dén 6ng / Pham Duy dé dét ra vai cau
hdi déi véi Hoi Ky, thi 6ng déu giri héi am rat nhanh -- cé khi chi can doi
mot hai tiéng ddng ho théi. Cé lan toi da glri mét sbé cau hdi dén 6ng, va
trén email 6 néi la t6i biét rang 6ng lic Ay rat ban véi viéc td chirc mot cai
show -- cho nén t6i thay 1a 6ng khdng can tra & nhanh -- téi che doi duworc,
khéng sao. Sau mét hai tiéng, t6i nhan dwoc thw héi am cha 6ng. Trén dé
éng ndi, “Pung nhw anh néi, téi hién gior ban Iam, nhwng téi van tra I
nhanh dworc, tai vi téi la... Tarzan!”. Sau do, trén moét bire thw khac cla
éng co6 cau: “Anh thdy khéng? Tarzan* van dong dwa trong rirng!”

*Ghi chu cta ngudi viét: Tarzan la mot nhan véat dién dnh hw cdu, mé
phdéng theo cubdn tiéu thuyét “Tarzan of the Apes” xuat bén 1912 clia Edgar
Rice Burroughs. Tarzan la cau chuyén mét dira tré hoang dwoc dan khi dot
nudi dwdng va Ién Ién trong rirng ram Phi chau, sau tré thanh mét trang st
diing manh cda rimg xanh; cho du cé duoc tiép xuc véi xa héi van minh
nhung Tarzan van chon tré vé véi thién nhién hoang dé&, vuot qua bao
hiém nguy, séng nhw ngudi viron tw do tung hoanh trong rieng séu. Tarzan
da ting la nguoi hung cta nhiéu thé hé thiéu nién thé ky trude.

PHAM DUY: BE TOI NHAY THEO

Khi m&i bat dau lam quen vé&i Pham Duy, t6i — Eric Henry hira v&i 6ng
la s& lam hai viéc: Ioi hira thir nhét 1a téi sé lam tron viéc phién dich
bén quyén Héi Ky cua éng, 10 hira thir hai la sé tim dwoc mét nha
xuat ban cho tdc pham dé & bén My.

M6&t ndm sau tdi da hoan tat viéc phién dich, va bédn nam sau dé t6i da
tim dwoc mdt nha xuat ban, 1a Southeast Asian Publications ctia Pai Hoc
Cornell — sau nay la Cornell University Press. Réi t6i tré vé Viét Nam dé
lam mét bd chd thich véi hon 1,500 footnotes vé nhirng nhan vat va dia
danh trong Hbi Ky va dé ky mét hop ddng véi Pham Duy va Pai Hoc
Cornell.



Khi sép ky hop déng, Pham Duy chot nhé 1a 6ng cé mét hop déng khac
voi Cong ty Van héa Phwong Nam ma 6ng da ky vai nam trwéce, ndi la
Phwong Nam c6 quyén tuyét déi budn ban nhirng tdc phadm ctia Pham Duy
-- nhwng Hb6i Ky khéng phai la mét bai ca, chac 1a 6ng cé thé ky mot hop
déng v@i Dai hoc Cornell khéng sao.

Nhwng khi 6ng tham khado v&i Phuwong Nam vé viéc nay, thi 6ng kham
pha ra la tlr ngi¥ “tdc phAm” khéng chi bao gdbm tac phdm am nhac ma bao
gdm tac phdm van chwong nira. Nhw vay éng khdéng cé quyén ky hop
ddng voi Cornell.

Diéu nay khién tdi — Eric Henry that vong ndng né, va toi viét thw cho
Pham Duy, néi ntra dua nira that [a néu khéng c6 cach xuét ban ban tiéng
Anh cubn Héi Ky, thi ti sau nay sé chi cé nwéc nhdy xubng séng tw to
thoi. [Sic]

Trong thw hdi am ctia Pham Duy, 6ng nai la t6i khéng phai qua ban tam
vé viéc nay. Chéc 1a trong twong lai sé cé cach xuat ban Héi Ky bang tiéng
Anh. Va éng da dé nghj v&i téi mét vai ké hoach dé dat dén muc dich dé.

Va cubi cung Pham Duy da cé mét tai but nhw thé nay: “Khi nao 6ng
quyét dinh nhdy xubng séng, xin cho téi biét nhé — dé té6i nhdy theo!” Diéu
4y cling cho th4y tinh hai hwéc va thai do ludn ludn lac quan cta nhac si
Pham Duy.

MOT TIEU SU DO ERIC HENRY TU VIET

Cung v&i bai viét vé “Nhdng Chan Dung Pham Duy?”, t6i c6 dy dinh
viét thém Chan Dung ctia TS Eric Henry. Khi dwoc t6i yéu cau mét tiéu
st do chinh Eric Henry viét, anh da tra 1&i t6i qua mot email (Cha Nhat
ngay 8/05/2022):

“T6i coi lai tiéu str ma t6i da viét cho BBC nay bé sung thém va sira
chira nhw sau: T6i sinh ndm 1943 [15/03/1943], bé me t6i déu la nhac si
nha nghé. Thoi tho du da tap duong cdm va dudi dnh huéng cia song
than da cé céch hiéu biét va yéu dau duwoc nhac cb dién phuong tay. Tor



ndm 1960, téi bat dau danh dwong cdm va day duong cam lam sinh ké,
nhung chua biét gi hét vé nuéce Viét Nam, hubng chi nhac Viét Nam. N&m
1968 t6i nhap vao luc quan My va dwoc huén luyén tép trung cép téc 12
thang vé tiéng Viét.

Dén nam 1970, t6i dwoc dong & Viét Nam (Ca Chi, Xuén Léc, roi
dén tinh Quang Tri) v&i luc quan My. Ngoai vai tro théng dich, téi con
phdng van néi chuyén véi kha nhiéu tu binh cia Béc quén. Thud dé téi lam
quen véi Truyén Kiéu va mét sé tiéu thuyét cia Khai Hung, Nhét Linh,
Duyén Anh, nhung van khéng biét nhiéu vé nhac phé théng Viét Nam. Co
I&n t6i chép ra céi giai diéu cta bai “T6i Duwa Em Sang Séng” (Nhat Ngén
séng tac). Téi cling d& nghe néi mot chut vé tén tudi cia Pham Duy va
Trinh Céng Son. Nhuw thé Ia hét.

Va téi da roi Viéet Nam mua hé nam 1971. Sau do téi lam nghién
ctru sinh (graduate student) vé van chwong Trung Quéc & Dai hoc
Yale. Ndm 1980 bét dau day Trung vén, héi truée tai Dartmouth College,
va tor 1982 tré di tai University of North Carolina. N&m 1995, t6i bat dau
mé I6p Viét ngir & Carolina, va tir ndm 1999 bat dau coi nhing video Paris
by Night. Téi rét ngac nhién khi thay la trong nhiing ca khuc Paris by Night,
c6 khodng 40 phén trém cé gia tri nghé thuat; va lai, 16i hat cta nhiéu ca si
trén d6 hap dan 1dm, diéu luyén I&m!

T nam 2000 tré& di téi da khéng ngirng tim hiéu bang moi cach vé
am nhac Viét Nam. Va méy ndm gén day cing da tim céach hiéu duoc mét
chut vé van hoa ca hat cua Nhat Bén, Dai Han, Trung Quéc, Pai
Loan, va Phi Luat Tan. Khoang nam 2002 trong khi di tham mét nha sach
Viét Nam — nha sach Thé Hé & Falls Church, Virginia, t6i da thdy, mua,
va dem vé nha, quyén | H6i Ky ciia Pham Duy, va da thay ngay rang
day la mét téc pham cé gia tri toi cao déi véi bat cir ai mudn hiéu
thém vé Viét Nam trong thé ky vira qua...

V& qua trinh hoc van cta Eric Henry, dwoc ngudi viét trich dan twv: Eric
Henry Curriculum Vitae, University of North Carolina.



Hoc Van:

Tién Si/ Ph.D. 1979, Van Chuwong Trung Quéc / Chinese
Literature, Yale University, Department of East Asian
Languages and Literatures. Dissertation title: “Chinese
Amusement: An Introduction to the Plays of Li YU” / Ly
Ngw

Thac Si/ M.Ph. 1976, Van Chuwong Trung Quéc /
Chinese Literature, Yale University, Department of East
Asian Languages and Literatures. Research paper title:
“On the Nature, Structure, and Evolution of the Chin Yun
Ch’iao chuan, a popular novel of the Early Ch’ing”

Cw Nhan / B.A. 1972, Van Chuwong Anh / English
Literature, Amherst College, summa cum laude. Senior
thesis title: “On Doan Truong Tan Thanh”, the National
Poem of the Vietnamese”

Other education:

1977—-78: One-year intensive language study at the
International University Program for Chinese
Language Studies at the Stanford Center in Taipei

1968-69: One-year intensive language training in
Viethamese at the Defense Language Institute
Support Command, Fort Bliss, Texas

Nhirng tac pham da xuét ban:

Sach viét:

Chinese Amusement: The Lively Plays of Li Yii Z=ifa (Ly Ngw):
Henry, Eric. Hamden, CT: Shoe String Press (Archon Books), 1980, xvi,
288 pp.

Sach Dich:



Garden of Eloquence; a translation of Shué Yuan £33t (Thuyét
Uyén) in bilingual format with textual notes; commissioned by the editorial
board of The Culture and Civilization of China (a joint program of the
American Council of Learned Societies and Washington University
Press). Shué Yuan (Thuyét Uyén) is a collection of 718 items, of which
most are historical narratives, compiled by Liu Xiang £ (Luu Hwéng) and
presented to the throne in 17 BCE. Seattle: University of Washington
Press, 2022

In Whose Eyes; a translation, with Nguyén Quang Dy and Wayne
Karlin, of Chuyén Nghé Cda Thdy by Tran Van Thiy and Lé Thanh
Didng (2013), Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2016, xv, 219
Pp-

Nhirng Chwong Sach va Bai Bao

‘Running Amok in Early China”; in Behaving Badly in Ancient China
edited by Norman Rothschild and Leslie Wallace; Honolulu: University of
Hawaii Press, 2017, pp. 171-188

“‘Some East Asian Popular Song Lyrics” Southeastern Review of
Asian Studies 33 (Jan. 2012)

“Evidence for a Usurpation in Song” Warring States Papers 1
(2010), pp. 227-230

“A Note on Chdnqii Shiyi FFfKZEEE (Xudn Thu Sw Ng@) ltem
5" Warring States Papers 1 (2010), pp. 55-58.

“The Submerged History of Yué” Sino-Platonic Papers, pub. by
Victor Mair, Univ. of Pennsyvania, no. 176 (June, 2007)

“Bwédc Dwong Lir Thr,” (“Footsteps of a Wayfarer”) Carolina Viét
Bao 22 (Oct. 2006), pp. 79 — 84 (in Vietnamese; consists of cross-cultural
observations prompted by travel in China and Vietham)

“Pham Duy va lich str Viét Nam hién dai” (a translation by Phé Tinh
of the article below); posted on the website TALAWAS (2005)

“Pham Duy and Modern Vietnamese History,” Southeastern
Review of Asian Studies 27 (2005), pp. 89 — 105



Tan Nhac: Notes Toward a Social History of Viethamese Music in
the 20th Century / Mét vai ghi cha vé lich str xa hdi am nhac Viét Nam.
Michigan Quarterly; 44.1 (winter, 2005), pp. 135-147

Anachronisms in Liishi Chunqiu = X&#K (Lir Thi Xuan Thu)

and Shuéyuan iR3t (Thuyét Uyén); Early Medieval China, vol 9 (2003),
pp. 127-138

“Chinese and Indigenous Influences in Viethamese Verse
Romances of the 19th Century” Crossroads 15.2 (2001); pp. 1 — 40

“The Social Significance of Nudity in Early China,” Fashion
Theory 3.4 (Dec., 1999), pp. 1-12

“Junzi yue £FHE (Quan-ttr viét) Versus Zhongni yue {4/ (Trong-
né viét) in Zuo zhuan (Ta Truyén)”; Harvard Journal of Asiatic
Studies 58.1 (June, 1999), pp. 125-161

“Chu-ko Liang &3¢ (Gia Cat Lwong) in the Eyes of His
Contemporaries,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 52.2 (Dec., 1992),
pp. 589-612

“The Motif of Recognition in Early China,” Harvard Journal of
Asiatic Studies 47.1 (June, 1987), pp. 5-30

“On the Nature of the Kieu Story,” Vietnam Forum (Yale University
Council on Southeast Asian Studies) 3 (Winter-Spring 1984), pp. 61-98

Nhirng Bai Diém Sach
Poetic Transformations: Eighteenth-Century Cultural Projects

on the Mekong Plains, Claudine Ang; Harvard University Asia Center,
2019, in China Review International, 25.1 (2020)

The Commentarial Transformation of the Spring and
Autumn, Newell Ann Van Auken; Albany; SUNY Press, 2016, in Dao: A
Journal of Comparative Philosophy, Fall 2018

The Kim Van Kiéu of Nguyén Du (1765 — 1820), translated by
Vladislav Zhukov; Canberra; Pandanus Books, 2004, in Journal of
Vietnamese Studies 3:1 (Winter 2008), pp. 240-245



Persons, Roles, and Minds: Identity in Peony Pavilion and
Peach Blossom Fan, Tina Lu, Stanford University Press, 2001;
2001; in CLEAR [summer, 2002]

Guanzi: Political, Economic, and Philosophical Essays from
Early China; A Study and Translation. Volume II. By W. Allyn Rickett.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998; in Journal of Asian
Studies [1999]

Nhirng Sach Chwa Xuat Ban:

Sach Viét:

“Historical Narrative in Early China” (a study of genre and content
among the narratives collected in Zuo zhuan, Gud yu, Zhangudce,

and Shiji; 336 pp.) Zuo zhuan Z=1{& (Ta Truyén), Gué yu B:E (Qubc
Ngr), Zhangudcé EE% (Chién Qubc Sach), and Shiji 2 (ST Ky)

“Readings in Chinese Historical Legend” (course textbook; 543
pages)
“Xin xu Summaries” (detailed summaries of the 176 narratives of the
extant Xin xu ¥ (Tan Tw), with notes on sources and
allusions; a research tool; a collaboration with Professor Anne Kinney)

“Chinese Phrase Lexicon.” Approx. 10,000 phrases, proverbs, and
short classical passages cross-referenced by lexical item; computer
document in process of expansion.

“Vietnamese Proverb Lexicon.” Similar in scope and concept to the
above, but more focused on proverbs; computer document in process of
expansion.

Sach Dich:

From classical Chinese:

“Stories from the States” (a bilingual edition of Guéyu EEE (Qubc
Ngtr) with introduction and notes; approx. 1,000 pp. Gudyti BzE (Quéc

Ngir) is a collection dating from c. 300 BCE consisting of 243 historical
narratives)



“Chronicle of the States of the Eastern Chou, Vol. |’ (a translation,
Chinese to English, of the first forty chapters of Dong Zhou lie gué zhi; & &

5@ E; (Béng Chu Liét Quéc Chi) 762 pp.

From Vietnamese:

Memoirs (H6i Ky) by Pham Duy, four volumes (approximately 1,200
pages); Volume One: Coming of Age in the North; Volume Two: The
Resistance; Volume Three: The Period of Division; Volume Four: My
Sojourn Abroad. More than 1,500 detailed footnotes on persons,
places, and events, to be published by Cornell University Press.
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Hinh 6a: trai, bia sach In Whose Eyes, do University of Massachusetts
Press xuat ban, 2016 la ban dich tiéng Anh cubn héi ky Chuyén Nghé
cta Thuy; phai, voi loi dé tang: “Thén ting Bdc si Ngé Thé Vinh, ban
déng déi cua téi - Eric Henry, ngay 28/05/2022. [tw liéu Ngd Thé Vinh]



(GARDEN OF
ELOQUENCE

SHUOYUAN

wnk

Liu Xiang

S
Eric Henry

Hinh 6b: trai, bia cuén sach Thuyét Uyén / Garden of Eloquence cua
Lwu Hwéng, sach day 1232 trang, do TS Eric Henry djch va gidi thiéu,
University of Washington Press, Seattle xuét ban 2021; phai, trang sach gé
tang voi 3 ngbn ngir Viét, Hoa, Anh. Eric Henry con co tén Viét Nam la Vi
V&n Hoa* — Hoa Ia tén ctia GS Nguyén Dinh Hoa, tac gia b tir dién Anh
Viét ma Eric luén luén 6m theo khi anh bat dau hoc khoa tiéng Viét & El
Paso truéc khi sang chién truong Viét Nam. [tw li@u Ngé Thé Vinh]

* Nira thé ky trude, khi bat dau hoc tiéng Viét tai Defense Language
Institute & Fort Bliss, Texas, t6i da moi nguwoi xung quanh goi téi la “anh
Hoa”, vi thué dé téi hay st dung mét cudn tw vi ciia mot hoc gia cung tén:
Nguyén Dinh Hoa. Sau dé vai thang, khi thdy la can dén mét tén day du
hon, t6i chon “V&n” lam tiéng dém, vi dé hinh nhw Ia théi quen cda
nhiéu gia dinh Viét Nam—va sau dé téi chon “Vi / V6” lam ho, tai vi 4m
thanh cda “Vii Vdn Hoa” nghe lai hinh nhu... ém tai. Sau khi bat dau tré vé
ttr Viét Nam va xa giao thuong xuyén voi nguoi Viét, thi téi 04 dan déan
chdm dut str dung tén “Hoa”, vi cdm thay la nguoi Viét khéng ¢ véan dé
nao ca vaéi tén “Eric”. Nhung khi nao tiép xuc véi ngurdi Hoa thi tiép tuc
dung tén “Vi V&n Hoa”, vi thay la ho thich cach goi Vi Tién Sinh (i /E4E)
khéng thich cach goi Eric Tién Sinh “Eric 4£/£” cho may.



Poc lvoc qua sb tac phdm cda Eric Henry, téi da rat ngac nhién va hai
Eric 1a thoi gior dau va ca bi quyét l1am viéc cha anh ra sao dé cé thé viét
dwoc nhiéu tdc phdm nhw thé? Eric tra 10 t6i ngay:

Anh Vinh than quy,

T6i thay Anh la vi tac gia “da san £ &, prolific -- chir cta Eric”
bang t6i -- va trai v&i ti, anh c6 mét nghé khac di song v&i nghé
viét van: nghé lam bac si! Nhwng néu Anh c6 hirng thu héi t6i c6 bi
quyét gi dé co cach viéet nhiéu, thi toi sé tra I&i nhw the nay:

Téi von Ia ngwoi lam biéng. Nhwng dong thoi téi cling la nguoi rat
thich tuan thad thoi quen. Néu muén hoan tat mét tac pham, thi phai
lap thanh mét bé théi quen nao dé -- nhw méi ngay viét mét trang van,
chang han. Néu git thoéi quen dé sudét mét nam, thi khi dén cubi nam
minh sé cé 365 trang -- du dé tao thanh ca mét cudn sdch!

Tuy vay, cai thu vat yéu quy nhat cua téi trong gi®i van vat 1a con
lwei (sloth) ctia Chau Nam My. Uéc gi c6 thé treo minh xuéng lién
mién tlr mét canh cay nhw tha vat ay! Than quy, Eric

ERIC HENRY VA THE MEMOIRS OF PHAM DUY

Va rbi nhirng emails trao dbi tiép theo gitra Eric va tdi déu cé lién quan
t&i chang dwong 13 nam gap ghénh cla bd sach tiéng Anh The Memoirs
of Pham Duy cho dén nay van chwa c6 thé xuat ban.

Email 1: Anh Bac si Ngdé Thé Vinh than kinh, [ May 4, 2022 ]

R4t cam on Anh quan tdm dén viéc xuat ban sdch phién dich Hoi
Ky Pham Duy. Lich str ctia cdc né lwc cua téi va cdc nguwoi "déng
minh” dé xuat ban sdch nay giéng nhw lich st caa chién tranh lanh
gitra My va Lién X6 — la mét doan lich st vé cung dai va vé cung
phiec tap. Bat dau tir ddu dé ké cho ré ranh day?



Mot 1an, Pham Duy va téi sdp ky hop doéng véi Cornell S.E. Asia
Publications vao ndm 2009 dé xuét ban séch nay — nhung mét céng ty VN
mang tén la Phuong Nam khéng cho phép — tai vi Pham Duy may
ndm trudc da ky moét hop déng véi Phuong Nam va danh cho céng ty ay
déc quyén xuét ban va phé bién tat cé sén phdm ctia Pham Duy, gém cé
cé sén pham thudc lanh vure van chuong (nhw H6i Ky, chdng han).

Vé sau, vao ndm 2012, vai thang trwoc khi qua doi, Pham Duy da thuc
hién duwoc mét sw thay déi trén hop déng nay, néi la ddc quyén nay cua
Phwong Nam chi hiru hiéu trén dat Viét Nam ma théi, ché khéng hiru hiéu
trong lanh vurc cla cac nudc khéc. Bién phép nay da gidi quyét van dé véi
Phuwong Nam, nhung chua gidi quyét duroc van dé véi nhiing ngudi con
cua Pham Duy -- dac biét la voi Duy Bure, nguoi con trai ut cia Pham Duy.
Xin 16i, t6i phdi tam ngteng viét, va téi sé giai thich thém vao budi chiéu
ngay mai. Kinh thw, Eric

Email 2: Anh Vinh than mén, [ May 5, 2022 ]

Ngoai Duy Bcrc ra, mdt nhan vat khac trong viéc nay la Tina Pham,
ludt sw cua gia dinh Pham Duy — t6i da ting trao déi thuw tir voi Tina tir
ndm 2009. Duy Dirc lic nao ciing lam theo y kién cta Tina. Theo Tina, Duy
Purc nén doi héi nha xuét ban Cornell bdo dam la ho sé “indemnify” (bbi
thuong) gia dinh Pham Duy néu ho bj céng ty Phuong Nam kién. Nhung
Sarah Grossman, téng bién tap cta Cornell néi véi téi la Cornell khéng thé
phat hanh mét van kién “bdo ddm" nhuw thé. Sarah Grossman da phat
hanh gium t6i mét van kién khac tuyén bé Ia Nxb Cornell sé tuyét
déi khéng tim cdch ban tac pham nay trén dat Viét Nam. Nhung Tina
va Duy Ddre chwa théa man vai 10i hira chinh thire nay caa Cornell.

Eric Henry sau d6 da lién lac vé&i Ban Giam DBéc Cty Phwong Nam, va
bay gi* Cty Phwong Nam da cé giam déc va phé giam déc mai. Eric Henry
da nhan dwoc thw hdi Am cta Trinh Hai Phwong, phd giam déc Phuong
Nam.

Kinh chao 6ng Eric Henry,



T6i la Trinh Hai Phwong, Phé Giam déc céng ty TNHH MTV Sach
Phwong Nam, c6 nhan dwoc thw ctia éng Eric Henry dé nghij cho
phép xuat ban ban tiéng Anh "Héi ky nhac si Pham Duy” & My. Sau
khi chuing toi kiém tra lai néi dung hop dong ddc quyén khai thac cac
tac pham cua nhac si Pham Duy thi nhan ra céng ty Phwong Nam
chi déc quyén khai thac trén pham vi lanh thé Viét Nam. Do dé cong
ty Phwong Nam khéng giir quyén khai thac tac pham cta nhac si
Pham Duy ngoai lanh thé Viét Nam.

Vé dé nghij caa éng thi thudéc quyén quyét dinh cta gia dinh nhac
si Pham Duy, nhirtng ngwoi thira ké. Do dé 6ng c6 thé lién hé véi gia
dinh nhac si Pham Duy dé trao déi.

Tran trong, Trinh Hai Phwong

Nhan dwoc thw nay, tdi gtri thw hdi Am nhu sau:

Kinh g&ri Ong Trinh Hai Phwong,

Rt cam on Ong gri thu hdi am. Thu cia Ong rat ré rét va rat la giup
viéc. Téi s& cho Nxb Cornell va gia dinh nhac si Pham Duy biét vé thw nay
ngay lap trc. Toi thay la mbi ngudi sé yén tam hon; (va trong ban dich Héi
Ky t6i s& néi vé vai trd quan trong clia Céng ty Phwong Nam trong viéc hoi
hwong cta nhac si Pham Duy. T6i thay 1a néu héi trwdc khéng c6 Phuong
Nam, thi cudc héi hwong 4y chéc la khdng cé cach nao thuc hién duwoc.)
M6t 1an nira, xin hét Idng da ta Ong va cac ddng nghiép. Xin chic Ong moi
sy tbt dep.

Eric Henry

Va Ong Phuwong da trd dap nhw thé nay:

Kinh g&i 6ng Henry,

Cam on 6ng da héi 4m, céng ty Phuong Nam chi gép mdt phédn nhé
trong viéc phé bién nhiing gié tri nghé thuét cta nhac si Pham Duy dén véi
nguwoi dan Viét Nam.

Cé nhan Phuong Nam ciing rat cdm kich céng viéc anh da lam cho
nhac si Pham Duy va hy vong tap héi ky duoc sém xuét ban.



Trén trong, Trinh Hai Phuong

Nhw vay, Céng ty Phwong Nam khéng nhixng khéng phan déi viéc
nay, ma con hy vong la The Memoirs of Pham Duy dwo'c sém xuét
ban.

Email 3: Anh Vinh than quy, [ May 7, 2022 ]

Cam on Anh gt cho téi thay thiép chuc mumng 1996, va bure thu 1995
ma déu mang but tich cta cb nhac si. Téi sé tiép tuc cung cép chi tiét vé vu
tim cach xuat ban The Memoirs of Pham Duy. Than ai, Eric

Cam on Anh lién lac v&i Duy Minh, Duy Cwong va Duy Dire. Toi
thay la Duy Cwéng, giéng nhw téi, rat muén thay Cornell xuat ban The
Memoirs. Than ai, Eric

Email 4: Anh Vinh than quy, [ May 10, 2022 ]

Nay mai, téi sé viét thém mét chat vé vu xuat ban “The Memoirs”.
A, suyt quén: 3 ban hop déng ma téi da givi cho Anh khéng chit nao
“classified”. Muén trich dan cau nao, xin tay nghi! Chic Anh thoai
mai, yén tadm, Than ai, Eric

NGOI NHA MO'I CUA PHAM DUY



Hinh 7a: trai, ngéi nha méi 3 téng trong cw xa Lé Pai Hanh, phuong 13,
quén 11 noi Pham Duy da séng tédm ndm con lai cubi doi, tur trai: Pham
Duy Minh, Pham Duy, va kién tric sw tan trang cdn nha. Néu khéng cé gi
bién déng, cdn nha nay sé thuéc quyén sé hitu cda gia dinh Pham Duy sau
20 ndm 2005 — 2025. [ngudn: photo by Nguy&n Phong Quang]

Hinh 7b: Don dén ngéi nha méi, Pham Duy Pai Lurc ST -- chiv cia Nguyén
Sa, van miét mai lam viéc véi dan méy dién toén Macintosh & tudi da gén
90. [Photo by Nguyén Phong Quang]



Hinh 8: Hinh chup thang 8 nam 2006 tai can nha Pham Duy trong cw xa Lé
Dai Hanh, tcr trai, Eric Henry dich gia Bo Hobi Ky Pham Duy, nhac si Pham
Duy luc dé 85 tubi, Harry Diakoff Ia ban tdm cam cla Eric, ciing rat mé
nhac Pham Duy. Harry Diakoff da quay phim hai c6 ban gai dung vi diéu
dé dién gidi hai ca khuc cta Pham Duy la: Ngay Tré Vé, va Ru Con, khi
duoc xem khic phim &y, Pham Duy t6 ra rat hirng tha. [tw liéu va ghi chd
cua Eric Henry]




Hinh 9: Eric Henry t&i thdp nén nhang trén ngéi mo chuwa xay cta nhac si
Pham Duy. Eric Henry viét: énh nay duoc chup vao ngay 13 thang 11, ndm
2013. Ngay d6 téi di véi Nguyén Phong Quang, Duy Cuong, va mét ban
gai cia Duy Cuwong ter Sai Gon dén nghia trang tinh Binh Duong dé thdm
moé Pham Duy. N&m mbé khi dé chwa durgc hoan thanh, chua cé pho tuong
Pham Duy. [Photo by Nguy&n Phong Quang]

BA BU'C THU NGO THE VINH GUI
NHO’'NG NGU'O'l CON NHAC ST PHAM DUY

Qua dién thoai, t6i lién lac dwoc v&i Pham Duy Minh, nguw®i con trai thiy
hai cGia nhac si Pham Duy, dang séng noi cdn nha cla cha & Midway City.
T&i ¢ noi véi Duy Minh vé y nghia to I&n cla bd Hoéi Ky tiéng Anh dbi voi
sw nghiép ctia B& Pham Duy khi dwoc University Press clia mét Dai Hoc
danh gia 1a Cornell nhan xuét ban. Pay ciing la diéu ma Pham Duy khi con
sbng da rat mong worc.

Nhwng réi qua Duy Minh — nay la con ca trong gia dinh sau khi Duy
Quang mat, tdi dwoc biét 1a tAt ca bay anh em — cung c6 quyén thra ké
gibng nhau, néu chwa c6 sw déng thuan tuyét déi 7/7 thi chwa thé c6 mot
hop déng v&i Pai Hoc Cornell. Va sau d6 Duy Minh da cho dja chi email
cda ba nguwoi: Duy Minh, Duy Cwdng va Duy Plc dé téi cé thé trao dbi lién
lac.

Mac du dang rat ban rén, nhwng do sw tran quy sw nghiép am
nhac / van héa cua nhac si Pham Duy, t6i da khéng ngan ngai chia sé
nhirng y nghi tdm huyét véi Duy Minh, Duy Cwéng, Duy Pirc va cac
Anh Em trong gia dinh Pham Duy, chi v&i muc dich duy nhét 1a lam
sao vwot qua tat ca nhirng tré ngai hién nay dé boé Hoi Ky The
Memoirs of Pham Duy sé&ém dwoc xuéat ban.

Va sau day la van tat ndi dung ba birc thw ngé, trong dé téi xwng
Anh vé&i nhirng ngw®i con ctia nhac si Pham Duy, vi tat ca déu nhé
tudi hon.



T6i ¢6 nhac, la may nam cudi doi B6 Pham Duy da quan tam va ky
vong rat nhiéu vé bd Ho6i Ky ban tiéng Anh néu dwoc xuat ban & My.
Nam 2012, mét nam trwéc khi Pham Duy mét, trong mét cudc phéng
van Ong con hanh dién nhac boé sach The Memoirs of Pham Duy. Dén
nay 2022, 10 nam da tréi qua, ban tiéng Anh ay van con nam & Pai
Hoc Cornell nhw mét ban thao. Va nguoi dich cubn sach 4y la Tién ST
Eric Henry, ma méay Anh Em ciing da tirng gap, Anh &y nam nay ciing da
79 tudi réi, v&i tudi da cao nhw vay, néu cé van dé gi vé strc khde dot ngot
xay ra cho Anh 4y, thi bao nhiéu céng strc ctia Anh Eric Henry va cla
B& Pham Duy sé& c6 nguy co bi roi vao quén lang! Sé rat dang tiéc!

Téi cling nhéc t¢i diéu ma Duy Minh va may Anh Em ¢6 thé e ngai 1a
c6 vi pham ban Hop Béng véi Cong ty Van Héa Phwong Nam, nhung
diéu d6 khodng cé -- vi trwde khi B6 Pham Duy méat, ban hop déng voi
Phwong Nam ghi ré chi hiéu lwc trong Ianh thé Viét Nam!

Va nhw vay, tiéng noi quyét dinh cubi cing dé& The Memoirs of Pham
Duy c6 thé dwoc Cornell University Press xuét ban la noi 7 anh em --
nhirng ngwdi con thira ké di san Pham Duy.

Téi da dé nghi Duy Minh, Duy Cwdng, Duy Plc va tAt cd may Anh em
trong gia dinh nén cung nhau ban bac dé c6 mét quyét dinh ding vi sw
nghiép lau dai cia nhac si Pham Duy. Vi th&i gian sinh hoc thi khéng phai
la bat tan. T6i cling nhac cho Duy Minh, Duy Cwédng, va Duy Birc cling cac
anh em trong gia dinh nhac si Pham Duy thém mét van kién ti Dai Hoc
Cornell / attachment cta "Sarah Grossman bao dam la Nxb Cornell sé
tuyét dbi khédng ban The Memoirs of Pham Duy trén dat Viét Nam."

Cho du ngay ttr ban dau, Nhac si Pham Duy da déng thuan lam viéc
song hanh véi TS Eric Henry dé hinh thanh dwoc bd sach tiéng Anh dd
s& The Memoirs of Pham Duy. Nhwng nay do B Pham Duy da méat, Nxb
University Press Cornell van can thém moét gidy cho phép / Permission clia
nhirng ngu®i con thira ké di sdn Pham Duy, t6i cling da giri kém theo
eMail thir 3 nay mét mau ban thdo / draft 14 thw cho phép 4y. Mét tha tuc
don gidn nhuwng quan trong dé Pai Hoc Cornell c6 thé khéi sw in bd
sach The Memoirs of Pham Duy. Ban thao goi y d6 nhw sau:



To: Eric Henry

Cc: Cornell University Press

I, Pham Duy Minh, the son of the Viethamese song composer and
author Pham Duy, am the copyright proprietor (representing both myself
and my six brothers and sisters), of the musical and literary works of my
father, including his four-volume set of Vietnamese-language memoirs, Hoi
Ky Pham Duy. |, Pham Duy Minh, hereby grant you permission to promote
your annotated English translation of this autobiographical work, which |
have seen and approved.

With this letter | certify as well that | grant you permission to publish
this work with Cornell University Press.

Signed,
Pham Duy Minh

“Va réi téi c6 nhic téi ngay 27.01.2023 sap téi day sé la Ngay Gid
thir 10 ctia nhac si Pham Duy. Ngay Gié sap téi 4y sé co thém
rat nhiéu y nghia néu trén ban the» B6 Pham Duy, thay vi chi ¢6 hoa
trdi nhang dén, sé la mét bé sach The Memoirs of Pham Duy, diéu ma
Anh Vinh biét chac chéan la nhac si Pham Duy da rat ao wérc lic sinh
thoi!”

M6t cubn sach dwoc xuat ban béi moét Pai Hoc danh tiéng nhw Cornell,
s& dwoc lwu trir noi cac thw vién I&n trén thé gidi, dé tvr doé c6 thé mé ra
cac cudc nghién ctru, day khéng chi la niém tw hao ctia B6 Pham Duy ma
con niém hanh dién cho cac thé hé thi 2 thir 3 cla gia dinh nhac si Pham
Duy. Hay khéng dé dw an I&n nay bj "dut génh gitka dwong” dé sau nay chi
con lai la sy héi tiéc!

Bang moi gia, Duy Minh Duy Cwédng Duy Blrc va Cac Anh Em can co
nd Iwc "tao thuan" cho gidc mo clia B6 Pham Duy tré thanh hién thuyc, dé
réi ra, Duy Minh Duy Cwéng Duy Birc va Cac Em sé khéng phai thét nén
cau |a "rat tiéc"...

Last but not least, Think Big nha may Anh Em!



Céac emails nay t6i déu cé glri cho Anh Eric dwoc doc, trong mot email
th(r ba khdng rut ngan, cé thém doan nay:

Thép nién 1970, khi anh Vinh hop mét HJi nghj Sinh Vién A Chéu bén
Nhéat, anh Vinh thdy céc bang hiéu rdm ré quang céo cho cudn phim "Love
Story" mé phéng theo cuédn tiéu thuyét cung tén cta Erich Segal: cau
catchphrase &y la: "Love means never having to say you're sorry / Yéu la
khéng bao gior phai néi cau 1a anh rét tiéc". Anh Vinh luc nay thi nght
téi tinh yéu thuong ctia nhitng dira con déi véi B6 Pham Duy. Bang moi
gia, Duy Minh va Cac Em cén phai "tao thudn" cho gidc mo cta B6 Pham
Duy tré thanh hién thuc, dé réi ra, Duy Minh va Céc Em sé khéng phai thot
nén mot cau la "rét tiéc".

D6 la nhirng diéu tam huyét ma Anh Vinh muén chia sé v&i Duy
Minh, Duy Cwéng, Duy DBlrc va cac Anh Em.

Eric Henry viét:

Anh Vinh than quy, Thiét ra, t6i rét thich draft email [3] ma Anh da guri
cho téi thdy ngay hém qua — trong khi doc, t6i thdy la céch viét cda né
hung bién dén dé “chuyén troi rung dat”, cé day du sire luc khién than quy
roi 18, tuy vay, néu Anh thdy la draft méi nhat sé hivu hiéu hon, thi toi ciing
xin tuén theo. I trust your judgement.

V@i 3 bire tdm thw dwoc gri di va da dén nguwdi nhan, nhwng réi van la
s im lang cta nhirng nguwdi con Nhac si Pham Duy.

Khoéng biét ngay mai cia bd Hoéi Ky 4y sé ra sao: Que Sera, Sera... Va
réi trong sw tin cay, Eric Henry sau dé ciing da gtri t6i mot copy ban
thao bé sach The Memoirs of Pham Duy nhw "Clia tin goi mét chiit nay
Iam ghi,"[Nguyén Du]

PHAM DUY - ERIC HENRY VA HUE



Trong mét bai viét thay I&i chic mirng thwong tho Pham Duy 90
tudi (2011) nhan d& Pham Duy va Hué, Dang Tién viét:

“Nhac sT Pham Duy khéng ¢6 quan hé ddy mo ré ma gi voi dat Hué va
nguoi Hué, nhung xtr thén kinh da dé lai trong nhac phdm anh nhiéu 4m
huwéng va hinh dnh sdu dam, ddc biét sau bén Ian ghé Hué: 1944 khi di hat
rong; 1946 sau cach mang thang 8, tir chién khu Nam Bé6 vé Béc; 1948
trong khang chién chéng Phap; va 1953 khi vé thanh.”

Khoéng phai chi ¢6 4 1an ghé Hué, Pham Duy d3 c6 rat nhiéu lan ra Hué
sau thap nién 1960, khi cwdng dd chién tranh Viét Nam di vao giai doan
khéc liét nhét, cling la thdi gian Pham Duy viét 10 bai TAm Ca. Riéng
Nguyé&n Dac Xuan cé ba bai tho dwo'c Pham Duy phd nhac: Dé Lai Cho
Em, Nh&n Danh, Chuyén Hai Ngui Linh. Bai Tam Ca Sé 5 — Pé Lai Cho
Em, 1a mot dau 4n dac biét cha giai doan Ay.

TAM CA SO 5: BE LAI CHO EM
(nhac: Pham Duy - tho: Nguyén B&c Xuén)

Pé lai cho em nay nwéc non minh
Pé lai cho em mot nwéc dep xinh
Mot mién oai linh hién hach

Chi con dw vang than thanh

Pé lai cho em hén kém clia anh
Dé lai cho em cudc sbng mét nhoai
Pé lai cho em hdn nwéc ta toi
Puwong doi quanh co ket 16i

Long ngwdi khéng cam gian doi
Dé lai cho em tdi 16i qua rbi...

Cudc gap g& gitra Pham Duy — Nguyén D4c Xuan, va téi sau nay noi
can nha bén b& séng Hwong ay duoc ghi lai trong Chwong XVII cudn tiéu
thuyét Vong Pai Xanh, v&i nhan vat hw ciu tén Vy, mét sinh vién Phat tr
tranh dau chinh 1a Nguy&n Dac Xuan va mét nhac si néi danh vé Dan Ca la
Pham Duy.



Doi 1an vao Sai Gon, Nguy&n Dac Xuan déu cé téi tda bao Tinh
Thwong, Xuan dich than dem theo mét bai viét hay déi bai tho dé dwoc
chon dang trén t& bao Tinh Thwong.

Khoang thang 4/1965, khi &y t6i dang 1a Téng thw ky tda soan bao Sinh
Vién Y Khoa Tinh Thwong, Nguy&n Dac Xuan, trong mét chuyén vao tham
cac Thay & chua Gia Lam, c6 tdi toa soan 103 Nguyén Binh Khiém gan dai
Phat thanh Sai Gon, trao tay mot bai viét nhan dé: Bai Au Ca cia Pham
Duy, sau do bai dwoc chon dang trén bao Tinh Thuwong sb 17, phat hanh
thang 5/1965. Nguyén Dac Xuan rat mé nhac Pham Duy va nhét 1a phan
ca tlr, Xuan viét: “loi nhac cua anh hay hon cé tho”. Nguyén Dac Xuan
ciing cé lam tho, Bai Tam Ca sé 5 sang tac nam 1965 cia Pham Duy phd
tr bai tho “Pé Lai Cho Em” clia Nguyén D&c Xuan.
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Hinh 9: Bai Au Ca ctiia Pham Duy, cta Nguyén Dac Xuan duwoc dang trén
bao SVYK Tinh Thuong s 17, théng 5/1965. Trong cung ndm, Pham Duy
séang tac ban nhac Tdm Ca Sé 5 phé tir bai tho Pé Lai Cho Em cla
Nguyén Déc Xuan. [tw liéu Ngd Thé Vinh]

M6t ndm sau d6, thang 5/1966, t6i gap lai Nguyén Déc Xuan & Hué
trong chuyén ra Chua Ttr Pam, cuing Cha Nhiém Pham Dinh Vy thuwe
hién cudc phéng van 96 Phut véi Thwong Toa Thich Tri Quang.



Khi &y, Nguyén D&c Xuan Ia sinh vién nam cudi ban Viét Han Dai hoc
Sw pham Hué va la Poan trwdng Doan Sinh vién Quyét t&r Hué, dwoc coi
nhw mét thanh phan chid chét clia Phong trao dé thi dau tranh clia cong
s&n nam vung nap bong Phat gido, sau d6 bi 16 dién va truy lung, Xuan trén
vao sbng trong cac chua va sau do thoat ly vao mat khu ctia cong san tor
cubi 1966.

T&i Tét Mau Than 1968, thi Nguyén Dac Xuan xudng nui, 16 nguyén
hinh [a mot can bd cdng san va da cé mat & Hué trong subt chiéu dai tAn
tham kich Tét Mau Than, noi dién ra vu tham sat hon ba ngan thwéng dan
Hué v&i cac nAm mo chén tap thé.

Sau 1975, v&i céng lao cach mang 8y, dang vién cdng san Nguyén
DPac Xuan dwoc phong lam can bd Tuyén gido Thanh ty Hué, dwoc két nap
vao Hoi Nha van Viét Nam, réi sau d6 dwoc bau 1am Tdng thw ky Hoi Van
nghé Thanh phé Hué va kiém nhiém nhiéu chirc vu khac.

Va tr 1966 cho t&i nay 2022, chwa bao gi¢ toi gap lai nguwoi sinh vién
quyét tir ndm xwa — nay Xuan c6 thém danh xwng la “nha Hué hoc”, cé
nguoi con dé dai goi Nguyén Dac Xuan la s gia. O tubi 85, Nguyén Déc
Xuan (sinh nam 1937), khéng con 1a hinh &nh gay 6m ctia mét sinh vién
“han nho” thud nao, va khi gap phong vién Phan Dang, bao Céng An Nhéan
Dé&n, Nguyé&n Dac Xuan v&i giong hanh tién: "Téi xdy nha dwoc nho viét
sdch. Cho con céi di hoc nwéc ngoai nhér viét séch. Séng khée nho viét
sdch.” [Bao Céng An Nhan Dan PV nha nghién ctvu van héa Nguyén Déc
Xuan, 25.03.2019]

Nguyén Pac Xuan — nhan danh mét nha Hué hoc, da néi vé Cé do
Hué nhw sau: “Khdng dau ém &, phang ldng twa nhw mat nuéc séng Huong
nhung ciing khong & dau séng 1a dir doi nhw & Hué. Khach duong xa dén
Hué ai ciing thdy doi sébng chém, khoan thai, ho khéng hiéu Hué Ila noi cé
nhikng bién déng khéng noi nao trén nwéc minh sanh dworc.”

Va bién déng “khéng noi nao trén nwéc minh sanh dwoc” van la vu
tham sat Tét Mau Than 1968 — kéo dai suét 26 ngay hay dung hon 624
gi® -- ma moi gi® 1a gi® thir 25 / La Vingt-cinquiéme Heure ctia moi



ngw®i dan Hué séng soét -- va trong “mat bao” Tét Mau Than do, tén tudi
Nguyén Dac Xuan luén luén dwoc nhiéu phia nhac t&i, nhw mét tac nhan
va la nhan chirng séng.

NGUYEN DAC XUAN “D0O” VA NHAC “VANG”

Mua Hé 2017, 4 nam sau ngay Pham Duy méat, TS Eric Henry dwoc
moi ra néi chuyén & Nhac Vién Hué, voi dé tai ban dau la: “Nhac A Péng,
nhac Pham Duy” sau phai déi 1a “Lich st nhac phé thdng Viét Nam va céac
nwéc léng giéng”, tén Pham Duy khéng dwoc chinh thire ghi trén Poster
trong sw kién van hoa ay. Eric Henry qua mét email, da ké cho t6i nghe
dién tién trwdc va sau chuyén di Hué Ay:

“Khi n6i véi khén thinh gid, t6i — Eric Henry muén ké I1é cho ho nghe
mot ménh déi thoai ngay nao gitra téi va Pham Duy. Pham Duy da héi
t6i, “Ong nghi gi vé nhac vang?” Tra dap cua téi ltc &y la: “Téi thdy nhac
vang la mét loai nhac chan that.” [khi nghe cau 4y, Pham Duy da khéng
ndi gi, nhwng cé vé nira ddng y nira bat déng v.]

Khi téi thdo luan vé viéc nay véi Nguyén Dac Xuén, anh Xudn da
“canh cdo” t6i la trong mét noi céng céng nhw Nhac vién Hué, toi
khéng dworc néi la nhac vang la loai nhac “chéan that” — vi néu néi thé,
thi méi ngwei nghe sé hiéu la bén canh nhac chan that phai c6 mét
loai nhac “khéng chan that” nira — va méi nguwoi sé hiéu ngay la nhac
“khéng chan that” Ia cai gi: nhac do.

Cho nén téi — Eric Henry danh phai theo 1o ddn Nguyén Pac Xuan
va tw kiém duyét. Trong khi dién gidng trwéc khdn thinh gia, téi chi
noéi: “nhac vang la mét loai nhac ma biéu té cam twéng chan thanh vé
doi séng ctia ngwoi binh thwong”. Téi rat la khéng thich cau
dy — qud thiéu bé thang than, thiéu bé trung thwec!

Trong budi néi chuyén, TS Eric Henry da néi dwoc nhivng nét co ban
vé tan nhac tai Viét Nam va mét sé nudc trong khu vwee Bong Nam A, va
ca Pai Han, Trung Quéc.



TS Eric Henry cht yéu nhan manh dén nén tan nhac Viét Nam,
trong d6 dang chu y nhat la nhac si Pham Duy, TS Eric Henry da nhan
xét: “Nhac cua nhac si Pham Duy da dang nhw cac birc tranh cua

danh hoa Picasso”.
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Hinh 10: trén, TS Eric Henry trén sén khdu cta Hoc Vién Am Nhac Hué,
trong mét bubi thuyét gidng: ngay 07/06/2017 vé chuyén dé véi tén ban
dau la: “Nhac A Déng, nhac Pham Duy” sau phéi déi la “Lich st nhac phd
théng Viét Nam va cac nuwéc lang giéng”: duédi, TS Eric Henry dang trinh
dién piano bdn nhac “Thuyén Vién X&". Riéng véi hai ca khtc ké chuyén
“Chiéc C&p Téc Thom Tho" va "Tinh Sau”, téi chi trinh dién tirng doan dé gitp
thinh gia hiéu cach céu truc trong hai bai dé. [tw liéu Eric Henry]



Trong bai dién van t6i — Eric Henry, ciing k& mét truyén ngu ngdn, “Hai
dira bé” dé biéu t6 sw khac biét then chét gitra nhac Pham Duy va nhac
Trinh Céng Son. Co 1& day la phan duy nhat trong bai ¢ mui vi budn cuoi.
Cau chuyén ay nhw sau:

Cé lan, khi di thdm Pham Duy & nha cta 6ng tai Midway City bén Cali,
t6i dang ngdi bén canh éng trén ghé sé-pha, va chung téi bat dau noi
chuyén vé sw khac biét gitra nhac ciia 6ng va nhac Trinh Céng Son. Nhan
dip 4y, t6i ndi v&i éng la dé tai nay thwdng hay khién toi lién twédng dén mot
truy@n cuwdi, ma tdi xin ké ra cho dng nghe. Luc Ay téi hoi so la truyén nay
c6 thé khién dng thady méch long, nhung toi khdng so 1dm, tai vi toi biét
Pham Duy khéng nhirng théng minh tét d§, ma con la ngudi cd 6¢c khéi hai,
cho nén chac sé co strc thwdng thire dwoc. Truyén 1a nhw thé nay:

Hai Dira Bé: C6 ngay mot cép vo chdng di tham mot bac si tam ly. Ho
hét stre lo 4u tai vi hai dra con trai ciia ho déu cé mét bénh tdm ly nang
né. Mét dlra bé thi lac quan tuyét dbi, lac quan qua d, lac quan vé ly. Con
dira bé thi hai c6 mét thir bénh tat ddi nghjch—bé &y bi quan tuyét déi, bi
quan qua dé, bi quan vo ly.

Sau khi bac si nghe xong, 6ng ta néi, “Duoc roi, tdi cé mdt phwong
phap diéu tri hai dra 4y. Cai qua trinh diéu tri ma toi dinh s dung sé kéo
dai ba ngay. Xin 6ng ba tré lai day ngay mai v&i hai dira bé. Ngay ké tiép,
khi vor chéng tré lai véi hai dira con, thi bac si da chuan bj xong hai can
phong khac nhau. M6t can phong day dé choi. D6 choi &y c6 rat nhiéu th,
dwoc lam mét cach rat tinh vi, va cé nhiéu mau sac vira sang vira dep.
Con can phong th hai, thi ddy cit ngwa. Chi c6 cirt ngwa théi, khéng co gi
khac bén trong.

Va béc si cho dira bi quan don vao phong dd choi va & lai d6 ba ngay,
trong khi dra lac quan & lai phong ct ngwa ba ngay. Sau thoi gian chi
dinh da qua, cac nguwdi Ién buwdc vao phong dd choi, va thay la dira bi
quan dang khoc lién mién véi nhirng giot nwdc mat I&n roi xudng mat.

Bac si hdi em:
“Em sao thé? Em khéng thich d choi nay sao?”



Va em tra dap:

“Nhirng dé choi nay that 1a dep, that tinh vi, that dang quy. Va chinh vi
thé t6i cdm thay dau budn v6 cung. Vi t6i biét ré l1a nhivng d choi nay
khéng thé tdn tai vinh vién. Mot ngay sé dén khi tat ca dé choi nay sé bi
tan v& hét.” Néi xong, em bé khoc 1an niva, véi vé bi tham hon trudc.

Roi cac ngudi In budc vao phong cirt nguwa. Ho thay la bé lac quan cé
vé hét strc vui swéng. N6 dang reo vui va dang nhay lién mién tr mét goc
phong dén mot géc phong khac.

Bac si hoi:

“Em sao thé&? Cut ngwa xung quanh khéng khién em thdy chan sao?”

Va em tra dap:

“Clrt ngwa that nhiéu nhw vay, thi chic chan cé mét con ngwa thuc sy &
dau do!” Va em Ay tiép tuc nhay va reo vui.

Xin hdi quy vi cdm thdy nhw thé nao—dra bé nao 1a Pham Duy, va da
bé nao la Trinh Céng Son? Khi ké ra truyén nay cho Pham Duy nghe, t6i
thay la cai chi tiét ma 6ng tdm dac nhiéu nhat Ia chi tiét cirt ngwa, nhwng
sau khi nghe, 6ng khéng t ra y kién nao vé sy so sanh ma t6i da mudn
dwa ra.

Sau truyén “Hai dira bé”, t6i - TS Eric Henry - ban bac vé hai ca khuc
ké truyén cia Pham Duy: “Chiéc cap téc thom tho” va “Ngay xwa mét
chuyén tinh buén” [Hwong Ca sb 9 va sb 4], va da di sau phan tich t
cha dé, ca t, cAu tric, giai diéu, 2 ca khic dién hinh 4y trong sé 10 bai
Hwong Ca ciia Pham Duy dwoc sang tac may ndm cudi & hai ngoai, trudc
khi Pham Duy chon vé sbéng & Viét Nam.

Riéng cac sinh vién & nhac vién Hué hoan toan khdng cé phan (rng
nao cd—Ily do la ho dang ngdi véi hang tram ban déng hoc, xen 1an v&i
cobng an van héa va trong mét hoan canh coéng khai nhw vdy—Ilam sao ma
c6 day di can ddm dé dat ra bat c&r cau héi hodc nhan xét nao day? Rat
tiéc la khéng thé co cudc gap mat riéng tw véi mét sé nhém nhé sinh
vién—néu da lam nhw thé dwoc, thi chac la két qua sé khac han.



MOT CHUT RIENG TV

Puwoc Eric Henry tang sach, nhw mét dap 1€, qua Amazon téi givi téng
Eric b6 sach Chan Dung Van Hoc Nghé Thuat va Van Héa. Chi 3 ngay
sau, t&6i nhan dwoc email hoi am cla Eric:

“Hoan hé! Amazon dung hen réil Toi vira nhan dwoc Chan Dung Vén
Hoc Nghé Thuat va Van Hoa, Tép 1 va Tép 2. Trong khi coi Tép 2, toi hai
Iong va quan tdm dic biét khi thdy la Anh da chu y nghé thuét tao
hinh trong nhitng bai viét vé hoa si Ta Ty va hai diéu khédc gia Lé Ngoc
Hué va Mai Chimng. Téi ciing mudn thay nhing gi ma Anh déa viét vé John
Steinbeck. Téi subt nhiéu ndm hét strc dam mé ngén ngir dep do
Steinbeck tao ra trong tiéu thuyét (gan nhw dau tay) cta anh: Tortilla Flat.
C6 hai quyén sdch cua Anh, téi bdy gio c6 co’ héi dwoc gido duc vé
nhiéu khia canh cta van héa Viét Nam. Pay la mét niém vui Ién!”

R6i la mot email tiép theo:

“T6i da coi lai tAp Chan Dung 1, va thay la ngoai trir cac bai viét vé
Hoang Ngoc Bién, Binh Cuong va Nghiéu Dé, cé bai viét vé hoa si Nguyén
Khai nira. T6i rét mudn biét thém vé nhitng nguoi da “cbéng hién ca cudc
doi cua minh cho nghé thuéat” nay.

Giong nhw Anh, t6i subt nhiéu ndm da dwoc cdi may man tré nén
kh& than méat véi nhiéu ngwoi “bat thuwdong tam -- van chi caa Eric”.
Tiéc thay, ho dang dan dan tré thanh “nguwdi caa trdm nam cd” roi.
Té6i nén bat chwéc Anh va thie viét mét tap “chan dung” dé vinh danh
ho.”

Va chang thé ngd, cling t& day gitra hai ching t6i ndy n& ra mbi twong
quan m&i, véi mot dw an méi: TS Eric Henry dw dinh sé dich sang tiéng
Anh hon moét ngan trang toan b hai tap Chan Dung Van Hoc Nghé
Thuat va Van Héa cua téi. T6i cling hiéu rat rd rang, Eric cling dang con
ban ron véi bao nhiéu cong trinh d& dang khac ctua anh.

“Van sy khéi dau nan’, chung toi van ndi v&i nhau nhw thé. Téi con noi
thém cau: “Pwong di khé, khéng khé vi ngan séng cach nui, ma khé vi
long ngwoi ngai ndi e séng”. Ngay hdom sau, t6i lai nhan dwgc mot email
khac cua Eric:



Anh Vinh than quy, Dwéi day la hinh chup cta cu Nguyén Ba Hoc
(1857 - 1921), tac gia danh ngén “Duwong di khé, khéng c6 vi ngan séng
cach nudi, ma kho vi Iong ngwoi ngai nai e séng”. Cau doé téi da ngam
di ngam lai suét nam mwoi may nam vira qua, la mét phan can ban
cua cudc sdéng Eric Henry.

Danh ngén nay hinh nhw 1a bién thé ctia mét cau trong tho Bach
CwDi HJES) (772 - 846): 1THREEREARIEL, RIEAEXEM. (Hanh 16
nan bat tai thuy bét tai son, chi tai nhan tinh phan phuc gian), y nghia
hoi khac, nhwng ciing sau sac—tuy vay, khéng cé tinh than hao hung
cta cau Nguyén Ba Hoc.

Nguyén Ba Hoc

Khong lau sau dé, tdi nhan dwoc mét chwong sach dich dau tién Chén
Dung Méc Db cta bd sach tiéng Anh dy tinh ¢6 nhan dé 1a: Creative
World of the South Vietnam 1954 - 1975. VVa rdi lién tiép sau do, c&¢ méi
hai tuan hay mw&i ngay, t6i lai nhan dwoc ban dich mét Chan Dung maii.
Va hém nay la Duwong Nghiém Mau: “Forty Years of Dwong Nghiém Mau
And the “Autobiography of Nguyén Du” cling 1a Chan Dung thi séu vira
dwoc Eric dich xong, cung v&i mét la thw cua dich gia Eric Henry, ma toi
mudn chia sé& v&i ban doc, thay cho mét két tir ciia bai viét nay.



Anh Vinh thédn quy, Anh théat la “nha bao cua cac nha bao — Eric dung
cum ttr trong bai viét vé Chan Dung Nhw Phong”. Déi véi Anh, thé gidi nay
khéng c6 cach giir duwoc bat cir viée bi mat nao — so la chdng bao lau niva
sw hiéu biét cia Anh vé qué khir Eric Henry sé vuot qua chinh Eric Henry!

T6i bay gicr dang nghi vé mét birc thu mé ta céc tac phdm cta Anh cho
mot nha xuét ban. “Chén Dung tap 1” téi tam goi la: "The Creative World
of South Vietnam, vol. 1: Eighteen Literary, Artistic, and Cultural
Portraits”. T6i da lam mot danh séch cho cac nha xuét ban dé thay noi
dung la nhw thé nao (va sé lam mot danh séch turong tw cho tap 2): Téi bat
dau suy nghi vé viéc lién lac véi cac nha xuét ban. Eric

DPé hoan tat ban dich hon mét ngan trang sach, réi tim dwoc mot nha
xuat bdn My trong dong chinh nhw University Press, con la cd mot chang
dwong dai gian truan, nhw qua mét cau tho Tan Da:

Hai vai ganh ndng con dwéng thoi xa, va rdi ching téi cung chic cho
nhau, gitr sao cho chan ctrng da mém.

Va ca hai chung t6i ciing khéng bao gi® quén, la lam sao bang
moi gia s&m xuat ban cho dwoc boé sach The Memoirs of Pham Duy,
mdt trong nhirng wéc mo’ ctia nhac st Pham Duy nay van cén dang
dang dé.

NGO THE VINH
Little Saigon, 08/08/2022
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